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compared to the old days/' said Mrs. KazamL
"I can remember my grandmother telling me
about some of the old customs. At birth each
baby was supposed to have twenty-four robes
prepared for it, twelve cotton and twelve silk all
with their hems dyed saffron colour. On the
seventy-fifth or hundredth day after (the birth the
baby discarded its infant linen and a holiday was
set aside for this purpose. Often in late Tokuga-
wa and early Meiji times the baby was all dressed
up on this day but the ancients (thought this would
cause the child to contract disease and so did not
celebrate the event in this manner. On the hund-
red and twentieth day after birth the child was
supposed to be weaned, but this was a ceremony
rather than an actuality- At this time a regular
meal used to be pkced before the child. Actually,
Japanese children are seldom weaned until after
the eighth month and many women nurse their
children up to two years. In the old days some
poor women even kept their children at their
breast until they were from five to seven years of
age. It was thought that a woman who was nurs-
ing her baby would not become pregnant. Of
course women of the higher cksses usually had
wet-nurses for their children but this is now an
almost forgotten practice," she said.